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Background / context 

 continuous increase of the importance of functional traits in general, 
and of health traits in particular, in the dairy sector 

 management 

 breeding 

 need for new traits and improved / refined phenotypes in breeding 

 methodological development providing new opportunities also and 
particularly for challenging traits 

 worldwide move from indirect to direct health traits 

 Guidelines for recording, evaluation and  
 genetic improvement of health traits 
 (ICAR WGFT 2013) 
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ICAR Health guidelines 

 integral part of the 
 ICAR recording guidelines: 
 section 7.1 
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ICAR Health guidelines: section 7.1 
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ICAR Health guidelines: appendix section 7 
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ICAR Health data conference 
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ICAR Health data conference: results 

 need for international standardization 

 multidisciplinary approaches 
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Standardization of health data 

 comprehensive key ... 
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Standardization of health data 

 comprehensive key with clear hierarchy 

 suitability for different target groups 
 (very simplified to highly specific recording) 

 compatibility with specific keys 
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Working documents: status quo & plans 

 ICAR central health key as internationally agreed recording standard 

 adopted by herd management systems 

 basis of simplified national keys, cross references, ... 

 file formats facilitating the use of the reference standard 
 online version 

 separate pdf files, EXCEL version, ... 

 extended versions (approaches for plausibility checking etc.) 
 implying extension of standardization / harmonization to data processing 

 regular revision to keep up with developments 
 (compatibility? coverage / comprehensiveness? feasibility of use?) 

 new specific keys 

 co-existing approved recording standards 

 increased knowledge 
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Intermediate solution (I)  
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Intermediate solution (II)  
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