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Kvæg

Housing and herd size in DK

2004 2010

% dairy cows in loose 
housing systems 55 91

Number of cows
(Average herd size) 91 140

(Håndbog i kvæghold 2010)



To make herd size increase rapidly

farmers bought more cows =>DD spread to uninfected farms

Loose housing systems replaced traditional tie stalls
claw health became important for feeding and milking

Cattle



Kvæg

DD (digital dermatitis) in DK

2004 2010

% Farms with DD 86 Probably 100 % !!

% Cows / Farm 22



The claw recording program (2009)
1. easy to use

2. To be used on any device with a Windows 

operating system

3. no need for internet while recording

4. able to send data to central cattle data base 

when on-line

5. all disorders in mild / severe



DK 2012: 
Program co-owned by

1. Sweden

2. Finland

3. Norway

4. Denmark

Common trait definitions 

Most disorders no severity grad







13:45 – 15:30: General aspects – Part l

1. …
2. …
3. Frandsen, J.: Presentation of Danish 

system og registration and usage of 
health data (registration…

4. …

More on practical recording later this afternoon

… and at the VFL stand 



We started to use claw data for

1.Breeding August 2011

2.Management and advisory service 2010

3.Scientific evaluations spring 2012 



Cattle

Breeding - NAV
Dermatitis (DD + ID)

Heel horn erosion

ID hyperplasia

Cork screw claws

Sole haemorrhage

Sole ulcer

WLD+ Double sole

Holstein in Heaven…

Jersey still going strong….



Cattle

Output after trimming

Trimmers 
program

Central Cattle 
Database

Data

Data

Output

Management program 
for farmers and advisors

Output for
Management

& Advice

Other 
programOther 

program
Other 

program

Breeding



Output for farmers and advisors:

Output for planning ahead

•Heifers

•Cows

Output for management and advisory service

•List of all animals recorded

•List of diseases in %

•List of animals needing care after trimming

•Graphs / Visual output

Cattle



Cattle

Selecting heifers for trimming
by criteria as:

1. Time since last trimming

2. Age
3. Severe claw diseases earlier on

4. Time to expected calving

1 2 3 4

Output for planning ahead - heifers



Cattle

Output for planning ahead - cows

Selecting cows for trimming
by criteria as:

1. Time since last trimming

1

2. Milk yield
3. Severe claw diseases earlier on

4. Lactation stage

2 3
4



Cattle

List of all animals recorded 

12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789

Animal no.   Date    Disease     Severity      Leg       Treatment
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789
12345-6789

Animal no.   Date    Disease     Severity      Leg       Treatment Which cows 
to slaughter?



Cattle

List of diseases in %

Disease     Severity %
Less DD 
then last 

time?



Cattle

List of animals needing care after trimming

Animal no.   Date     Disease                 Severity      Leg Treatment 
Checket 



Cattle

Skin related claw diseases

Diseases related to the horn

Heifers

Cows 1. lactation

Cows 2. lactation

Graphs / Visual output



Cattle

Cows older then  2. lactation

Lactation stage 0-60 days pp

Lactation stage 60-120 days pp

Lactation stage >120 days pp

Comparison with last trimming - mild

Comparison with last trimming - severe



Cattle

Comparison with last trimming - no severity grade



Cattle

What Visual output says

•which animals

•which part off the lactation

•which age group(s)

•what causes the problems

•what to do to prevent claw disorders in the future

Where to 
make 

changes?



Cattle

Statistical analysis -> information on

• Seasonal variations

• Variations between different lactation stages

• Variations between trimmers

• Farmers habits

• ect.



Cattle

When do farmers trim their cows?

0 2 4 6 8 Month after calving



Cattle

When do the diseases occur – e.g. sole haemorrhage?

0 2 4 6 8 Month after calving



Kvæg

Challenges



Cattle

Recordings are influenced by:

a) Lactation stage

b) Season

c) Claw trimmer



Cattle

Any 

questions
 

?
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