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Finnish dairy production

* Average milk yield 8958 kg (9171
ECM)

* Ayr 8644 kg, Hol 9518 kg

* No. of calvings 2,32

e Age at 1st calving 26,8 months

e Calving interval 418 days

* No. of ins./calving 2,01
 Non-return rate (60days) 59 %
Pregnancy checked animals ~80%

a.(Nokka 2014), Faba co-op.



FabaHELMI: Practical approach to fertility
management

e Target group:
— All dairy farms interested in improving fertility

— Dalry farms that have focus on future,
Independent on farm size

e Farm visits from every 2 weeks to twice a year

VISItS
« DIY insemination farmers - feedback and guidance
Dairy herds with fertility problems
>»Reqgular farm visits will yield the best results




Fertility advisor:

v'Highly skilled Al-
technician

v Experienced
professional
v'Specialized in fertility
Issues

v'Capable of
understanding causalities
v'Personal abilities
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FabaHELMI -service

Fertility check —visits
(every 2 to 13 weeks)

Fertility review -visits
(1-2 times a year)

Pregnancy checks - results
are saved in database

Ovarian checks for fresh
cows -» findings are
registrated

— instructions to contact
vet, feeding advisor etc.

Guidance in heat detection,
progesterone tests, BCS

Checking animals after
veterinary treatment

Young stock evaluation for
breeding

Goal definition for reproductive
performance and follow-up

FabaHELMI —report analysis -

— Interpretation of the results
and discussion

— get inspired of the success
© OO

— making decisions and
changes in farm processes
for future

Possible check-ups for
Inseminated and fresh cows
(like Fertility check -visits)




Analysis of current repr{}duclive
performance in the herd

Setting targets

Focusing on most critical but achievable
improvements

Decicions: what, when, who and how to do
—>implementation of actions

Follow-up and review of the results




Fertility —complex but common-challenge

Common
Database



Importance of backround data

Tools: Checklist of animals
* Pregnancy checks
— date & no. of insemination
— previous pregnancy check & days pregnant
* Fresh cows
— date & no. of calving, days in milk
« Follow-up of animals with veterinary treatment
— diagnose, days from treatment
Young stock expected to be bred

www.faba.fi



Preparation for the Focus on fertility —visit:

Tools: Fertility report

1. General review of the herd
— Milk production, performance by breed
— Inseminations, non-return rate

— Breeding values (milk, fertility, longevity)

— Summary of veterinary treatments (poor fertility,
dystocia, stillbirth)

— Culling due to fertility and calving ease
— Trend in reproductive performance (5 years)

www.faba.fi



Fertility report

2. Detailed review of the reproductive status of the herd
— Several key figures for fertility
— Comparison of different animal groups
» Heifers, cows in 1st and later lactations

— In herd —development: results from last 6
months and last 12 months

— Comparison with other farms of the same size
» The best 20 % fractile
— Graphs and pictures

www.faba.fi
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FabaHELMI Hedelm&llisyysraportti
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Reproduction and economics

Example:
Dairy farm, 60 cows + young stock

Economic comparison of the current performance with
recommendations

Tavolls Toteutunut  a-hinta =° Ero Ero koko
Calving interval, days tavoltteeseen  eurleldin  karja
Aoikimavall, pv 361 405 23 -39 -125 -4350.0
Alehojen polkimalkd, kk 25 260 Tal -1,0 -1a,0 40500
Age at 1st calving, l

months Irecomm. result  price/unit difference eur/animal eur total/herd



Conclusion

Benefits of regular monitoring of reproductive performance:

— Systematic program of checking animals

— Early intervention on possible problems (both animal and
herd level)

— Finding the most critical points affecting fertility in the
herd - focus on targets - more rapid improvement in
fertility

— Savings in time and labour costs, lower feeding, Al- and
aterinary costs - cost-effective production!

www.faba.fi






	FabaHELMI – Advisory service for better fertility in Finnish dairy cattle farms
	Finnish dairy production
	FabaHELMI: Practical approach to fertility management
	Diapositiva numero 4
	�����������������������FabaHELMI -service	����������������������
	Diapositiva numero 6
	Fertility – complex but common challenge
	Importance of backround data
	Diapositiva numero 9
	Diapositiva numero 10
	Diapositiva numero 11
	Diapositiva numero 12
	Reproduction and economics
	Conclusion
	Diapositiva numero 15

