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Canadian Dairy Lab Network
2008 ICAR Session with North American Lab Manager’sAssociation

Brian Corrigan.Laboratory Manager, 

Valacta, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
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Snapshot of Dairy Canada

• 988,500 dairy cows
• 14,660 dairy farms

> 5000 km

• 12 dairy laboratories

2008-01-01
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Dairy Laboratory 
Analysis Services

• Herd Management (DHI) Analysis
• Payment Analysis (for all herds)

- Bulk Tank and truck samples (F,P,L, TS)
• Quality Testing

- Somatic Cell Count, Bacteria, Antibiotics
• CLS   (Canadian Laboratory Service)

+ Standards Council of Canada:
- Interlab exchanges, 
- Audits, 
- ISO 17025 accreditation
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DHI Analysis

Payment

Somatic Cells

Bacteria

4  CANWEST DHI VALACTA DHI 3 GOVERNMENT LABORATORIES
LABORATORIES LABORATORY + 1 DHI  VALACTA LAB  

UNIVERSITY               MAPAQ  
OF GUELPH                (QC Dept. of Agriculture)

WESTERN CANADA                    ONTARIO              QUEBEC   ATLANTIC PROVINCES

12 Dairy Laboratories in Canada
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• 2 Valacta labs
• 4 CanWest DHI labs

– 15 Infrared and Somatic Cell analysers
– Including: Foss 4000’s, 6000’s, 400’s ,FC

Bentley 2000’s, 300’s and 500’s

6 Canadian DHI Laboratories

Montreal, Quebec

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Edmonton, Alberta

Guelph, Ontario
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B.C.                       Saskatchewan                       Ontario New Brunswick Nova Scotia Nfld.

51610,4216,970 
26,876

8,969
230,476153,09815,570

10,16635,801
4596727,592

+6154+125,056+83,648107,6372,765,7161,837,183186,850121,993429,616+331,106

Alberta                          Manitoba Quebec Prince-Edward Is.          

Year
Month

CANWEST DHI HERDS VALACTA HERDS

Total Samples, Canada, 2007:     5,994,959 / year    499,579 / month

Dairy Herd Management Analysis

Individual cow analysis, monthly
F, P, SCC, Lactose and MUN optional
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Sample Collection

• Field technicians or producers collect milk 
and herd data

• All samples are bar coded
• Samples are preserved with Bronopol
• Transport:

– Most samples are shipped by courier
and delivered within 24-hour
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Analyses Provided

• All samples are analysed for Fat, Protein and Cell Count
• Urea and lactose analysis is offered  in several labs
• Same day analysis is provided across Canada. 
• CanWest offers Johne’s and leukosis testing
• Forage analysis is provided at the Valacta lab.
• Analysis results are transferred to Canadian DHI processing centre 

and made available to clients
via web site or hard copy.

BC                       Saskatchewan Ontario New Brunswick                  Nova Scotia
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Urea
Other
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ISO 17025
Canadian Lab Accreditation Program

• All Canadian dairy laboratories are ISO 17025 accredited

• The Canadian Lab Services (CLS) and the Standards 
Council of Canada are responsible for auditing of all 
Valacta, CanWest and payment analysis laboratories

• The C.L.S is also responsible to coordinate and oversee  
unknown interlab exchange program . Samples are  
distributed and analysed  6 times per year and results 
from all laboratories are compared to the reference.
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Thank you

Meeting of the Canadian dairy laboratories Managers, Montreal.


