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ICAR 2008ICAR 2008

ANIMAL FIBRE WORKING ANIMAL FIBRE WORKING 
GROUP UPDATEGROUP UPDATE

20072007
ICAR Executive Board ICAR Executive Board approvedapproved the the 

new new ““AnimalAnimal FibreFibre””
TASK FORCE TASK FORCE currentlycurrently

WORKING GROUPWORKING GROUP
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ACTIVITIESACTIVITIES
1.1. DefinedDefined the Working the Working GroupGroup and the and the TermsTerms of of ReferenceReference

2.2. ParticipationParticipation in the in the InternationalInternational ConferenceConference ““The The woolwool
roadsroads”” toto bebe heldheld in Italy (University of Camerino) on 12 in Italy (University of Camerino) on 12 
OctoberOctober 20072007

3.3. Drafting of an ICAR official document for the definition Drafting of an ICAR official document for the definition 
of the instruments and methods for Alpaca breeding of the instruments and methods for Alpaca breeding 
identificationidentification

4.4. Drafting of an ICAR official document on the standard Drafting of an ICAR official document on the standard 
definition of correct methods of Alpaca fibre harvesting definition of correct methods of Alpaca fibre harvesting 
and gradingand grading

5.5. ICAR ICAR AnimalAnimal Fibre Working Fibre Working GroupGroup Promotion in Promotion in 
Alpaca Alpaca fibrefibre--producingproducing countriescountries ((PeruPeru, Bolivia, , Bolivia, 
Australia, Australia, EuropeEurope, USA , USA etcetc.).)

Working Working GroupGroup

UniversitySchool of Biological 
Sciences

University of University of 
AberdeenAberdeenUKHugh 

GALBRAITH

Research 
Centre

Institute for 
Macromolecular 

Studies

CNR CNR –– Biella Biella 
Italian National Italian National 

Research CouncilResearch Council
ITALYClaudio 

TONIN

University
Faculty of Animal 

Science and 
Technology

Jilin Agricultural Jilin Agricultural 
UniversityUniversityCHINALOU Yujie

Research 
Centre

Dpt. of Biotech, Agro-
industry and Health 

Protection
ENEAENEAITALYMarco 

ANTONINI

TypeTypeCompanyCompanyCountryCountryNameName
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TypeTypeCompanyCompanyCountryCountryNameName

EnterpriseAGNONAERMENEGILDO ERMENEGILDO 
ZEGNA Group ZEGNA Group ITALYFabrizio 

CASTAGNETTI

Research 
Company

Turretfield
Research Centre 
and Roseworthy

Campus

SARDI SARDI 
Research Scientist Research Scientist 

(Wool)(Wool)

AUSTRALIAMalcolm FLEET

EnterpriseFarm MallkiniMICHELL GroupMICHELL GroupPERUMoises 
ASPARIN

University
Facultad de 

Ciencias 
Agropecuaria

Catholic Catholic 
University of University of 

CordobaCordoba
ARGENTINAEduardo 

FRANK

Ngo
Centro de Estudio 
y Promoccion del 

Desarrolo

DESCO DESCO 
(ICAR Member)PERUOscar TORO

TermsTerms of of ReferenceReference
1.1. Monitor the correct Alpaca identification methods Monitor the correct Alpaca identification methods 

and the availability of new development and the availability of new development 
instruments.instruments.

2.2. Contribute to the definition and homogenization of Contribute to the definition and homogenization of 
the correct methods of Alpaca fibre harvesting and the correct methods of Alpaca fibre harvesting and 
grading.grading.

3. Contribute to the definition of objectives and criteria of 
Alpaca fibre selection programmes worldwide.

4. Contribute to adequate analytical performance quality 
for Alpaca fibre recording purposes worldwide.

5. Monitor the development of reference documents and 
standards on methods of Alpaca fibre analysis and 
quality assurance in laboratories, applicable to animal 
fibre recording.
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TermsTerms of of ReferenceReference
6. Maintain a frame for analytical quality assurance of Alpaca 

fibre testing laboratories through recommendations to ICAR 
member organisations and an international network of 
reference laboratories.

7. Monitor the development of laboratory devices for Alpaca 
fibre analysis of interest to fibre recording and equipment 
related to fibre recording analysis. For this term, the ICAR 
Alpaca Working Group should keep contact with textile 
manufacturers.

8. Establish and maintain liaisons with International 
Organizations / bodies involved in natural fibre analysis 
issues dealt by ICAR, in particular IWTO. 

9. According to the results obtained with Alpaca, the Working 
Group could explore the opportunities to open sections in 
other domestic animal species and breeds for textile fibre 
(i.e. merinos sheep, Angora goat, cashmere goat etc.) 

Draft Program of the Camerino 
International Conference

““WOOL ROADSWOOL ROADS””
Morning

RESEARCH ON TEXTILE ANIMAL FIBRE
•• EAAP: its role in the European Research EAAP: its role in the European Research 

Dr A. ROSATI (Dr A. ROSATI (EAAP EAAP –– WAAPWAAP))

•• ICAR: activities in genetic improvement of animal ICAR: activities in genetic improvement of animal fibrefibre
Dr M. ANTONINI (Dr M. ANTONINI (ENEA ENEA –– UniversitUniversitàà didi CamerinoCamerino))

•• Animal nutrition and Animal nutrition and fibrefibre production production 
Dr H. GALBRAITH (University of Aberdeen Dr H. GALBRAITH (University of Aberdeen -- UK)UK)

•• The Season effect on The Season effect on fibrefibre growthgrowth
Dr D ALLAIN (INRA Dr D ALLAIN (INRA –– FranciaFrancia))

•• Animal for Animal for fibrefibre: : behaviourbehaviour and adaptation and adaptation 
Prof. M. GERKEN (Prof. M. GERKEN (UniversitUniversitàà didi Gottingen)Gottingen)
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Afternoon
ITALIAN RESEARCH ACTIVITIES ON WOOL 

PRODUCTION
•• ToTo ClotheClothe the the environmentenvironment Abruzzo Abruzzo RegionRegion

Prof.Prof. B. BARBONI (University of Teramo)B. BARBONI (University of Teramo)

•• GAL Sibilla e Piceno project: GAL Sibilla e Piceno project: ““the the WoolWool RoadsRoads””
Dr. C. CARLETTI (C.I.A. Marche)Dr. C. CARLETTI (C.I.A. Marche)

•• The The situationsituation of of derivedderived MerinosMerinos breedsbreeds in Italyin Italy
Prof Prof F.F. PANELLA (University of Perugia)PANELLA (University of Perugia)

•• Black and Black and brownbrown MerinosMerinos in Italy in Italy 
Prof.Prof. C. RENIERI (University of Camerino)C. RENIERI (University of Camerino)

•• IGP IGP ProposalProposal forfor naturalnatural ColouredColoured woolwool
Dr. C. CARLETTI (C.I.A. Marche)Dr. C. CARLETTI (C.I.A. Marche)

•• VegetalVegetal colourcolour forfor whitewhite woolwool dyingdying
LA CAMPANA FarmLA CAMPANA Farm

GUIDELINEGUIDELINE

Alpaca shearing Alpaca shearing 
management, fibre management, fibre 

harvesting and harvesting and 
gradinggrading
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Conclusion Conclusion 

1. define common objective of selectioncommon objective of selection
2. Produce more accurate animal fibre animal fibre 

recording method recording method 
3. Organize genetic selection plangenetic selection plan
4. Define guide linesguide lines representative of the ICAR 

service for alpaca breeders at international 
level. 

ICAR would like to approach the Alpaca fibre 
heterogeneity problems  in order to support end 
users. In order to:

Future Future actionsactions

A. Objective definition of definition of HuacayaHuacaya and and SuriSuri fibre/type; 
(2008/2009)

B. Definition of the objective and criteria in Alpaca fibre objective and criteria in Alpaca fibre 
selectionselection program world wide (2008/2009)

C. Contribution to adequate analytical performance analytical performance 
qualityquality for Alpaca fibre recording purpose world wide; 

D. development of reference document and standard on 
methods of Alpaca fibre analysis and quality Alpaca fibre analysis and quality 
assurance in laboratoriesassurance in laboratories applicable to animal fibre 
recording. (We are verifying possible cooperation with CCMI -
Cashmere and Camel Hair Manufacturers Institute)  
http://www.cashmere.org/cm/index.php

Next steps of the ICAR South American Camelid
Alpaca fibre Working group 
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ThankThank youyou
marco.antonini@unicam.itmarco.antonini@unicam.it

antoninim@casaccia.enea.itantoninim@casaccia.enea.it
+39+39.0737.402760.0737.402760
+39+39.328.0431325.328.0431325


