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What is Interbeef.

“Some countries bringing together phenotypes and 

pedigree into a unique genetic evaluation for beef cattle”

5 objectives

• To provide a forum for sharing knowledge,

• To maintain guidelines and standards for beef cattle performance 

recording,

• To conduct international surveys relevant to beef cattle performance 

recording,

• To develop international genetic evaluation services,

• To facilitate the use of genomic selection
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In the beginning

• 2001: EUBEEVAL

• 3 countries

• 2 breeds: Charolais & 

Limousin

• Plenty of motivation & 

energy!

– Flat files

– Solving ID issues
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Interbeef today

• ICAR working group (2005)

• Business plan

– Technical committee

– Working group

– Scientific committee

• Protected name (2010)

• Central IDEA database (2011)
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Who’s on board?

• 9 countries

• 5 breeds

• Plenty of projects

• Still plenty of energy!
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Current evaluation

• 2 routine runs : January & September

– 2 evaluations / run : calving & weaning weight

– At the Interbull center

• 2 test runs : March & October

– To ‘test’ changes in model, adding new 

traits/breed/country

– At the Interbull center
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Interbeef phenotypes
#
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# September 2018 routine run numbers except for Ireland & Australia (January 2019 routine run 

numbers)

+ Including data from crossbred calves 

DFS* = Denmark, Finland, Sweden

Limousine Charolaise Simmental

Wea. 

Weight

Calving 

score

Birth 

weight

Wea. 

Weight

Calving 

score

Birth 

weight

Wea. 

Weight

France 2,730,993 4,962,960 4,992,395 4,572,219 8,738,175 8,750,706

Ireland+ 213,462 214,350 19,532 332,171 222,072 38,320 30,802

Great Britain 137,274 154,984 204,011

Germany 89,828 92,640 112,751

Switzerland 36,440 12,007 10,610

Czech Republic 12,679 17,756 17,756 39,320 59,149 59,149

DFS* 91,628 281,185 211,645 173,423 298,493 271,760 72,675

Australia 67,160 72,389
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In the pipeline

• 4 main current research partners:

– Innovative research model.

• Current running research topics;

– Female fertility

– Carcass traits
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• Hot topic

– Central repository for phenotypes created April 2019

– Using genomic information : Renzo Bonifazi started his 

PhD in September 2018 (WUR - NLD)
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Why Is Interbeef important for Ireland 

=> Finding the Best Bulls.

• https://www.icbf.com/wp/?page_id=13498
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Proofs available to AI companies & Breeders.
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Conclusion
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• Interbeef machinery is in place.

• Business model allows research to progress.  

• Genomic is round the corner.

• Real power; 

– finding the best bull for farmers/industry.

– In the most accurate way.


