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SUCCESSFUL BERLIN CONFERENCE
Dear Colleagues and Friends,
Two exciting and successful weeks of meetings, professional exchange and social interaction have come
to an end. The German Cattle Breeders’ Federation (ADR) and all organizers are very pleased with the
days in Berlin. We are happy that we were entitled to arrange the IDF/ISO Analytical Week and the
ICAR/INTERBULL Conference 2014 and we took this chance to host around 650 colleagues from 56
countries of all five continents. The first time ever the two conferences were held together. And it was a
good decision to bring together both, the IDF and the ICAR community, although it was a great challenge at the same time. There are common questions for the dairy world that affect all the organisations
being active in this branch. We hope that these days of Berlin will further strengthen the good cooperation between IDF and ICAR, which has been already started.
For each of the ten conference days we can look back on a number of good meetings, important decisions and interesting discussions. On Thursday last week a new ICAR President, Hans Wilmink from The
Netherlands, was elected. Hans presented the “Future ICAR” strategy that should lead ICAR into the
next decade. He and the new ICAR Board will implement this strategy during the next years to the sake
of the organization and of the whole sector.
The success of the conference was not in first place a result of the organisers´ work. It was also a result
of the engagement of all participants, speakers and experts at the meetings as well as the contributions
of the sponsors and exhibitors who all played a crucial role to make this event a true success. Therefore
ADR wants to thank all the sponsors and exhibitors for their support of our conference and all colleagues present in Berlin for their commitment to IDF/ISO and ICAR/INTERBULL and our joint work.
We hope that all of you had a save trip back home and you enjoyed your participation in the conference
as well as your stay in this lively and vibrant city of Berlin, which is the heart of today´s Germany. For us
it was a truly remarkable and enjoyable conference and we are happy you were a part of it – hopefully
you feel this way, too! May you profit for your daily work from your experiences made in Berlin!
Yours sincerely – the Organising Committee
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ICAR GENERAL
ASSEMBLY AND
OPENING
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1 ICAR Secretary General Andrea Rosati
2 ADR Managing Director Bianca Lind
3 Key note speaker Sergio Pavón, EU Commission
4 Jay Mattison awarding Uffe Lauritsen, Pierre-Luis Gastinel and Reinhart
Reents as they leave the Board
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1 the new ICAR Board
2 Andrea Rosati and Uffe Lauritsen following…
3 …as the audience…
4 …the new ICAR President Hans Wilmink…
5 …and the audience enjoys.
6 New holders received their ICAR Certificate of Quality.
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OPENING KEY NOTES
ICAR President Uffe Lauritsen opened the ICAR
biannual conference in Berlin on Wednesday, May
21st 2014, which attracted – together with the
IDF/ISO Analytical Week this year – nearly 650
participants from 56 countries. The first invited
speaker, Bernhard Polten, German Federal Ministry for Food and Agriculture, emphasized that
animal production is the main source of agricultural income in Germany. The recent developments
in cattle breeding have shown the benefit of new
technologies as seen when introducing artificial
insemination and embryo transfer. Polten also
addressed the discussion about the terms and
conditions of agriculture. Only few consumers
are willing to pay more money for food, but the
demands regarding production practises especially in the management of livestock are high.
The agricultural sector has to deal with these new
demands in a prudent way.
Bianca Lind, General Manager of German Cattle Breeders’ Federation (ADR), presented the
structure of cattle breeding in Germany and
highlighted its importance. A large part of the
4.2 million dairy cows are under DHI systems and
thus receive a monthly health check. This reflects
86 % of the dairy population. Presently there is a
remarkable structural change going on in German
dairy farms with a rapid growth of herd sizes.
However, the overall number of dairy cows was
stable during the last years whereas the total milk
production showed a considerable growth and
reached more than 30 million tons in 2013.
Sergio Pavón, Directorate General for Health
and Consumers (DG SANCO) of the European
Commission, reported about the importance of
animal identification and traceability in the EU.
In the light of “mad cow disease” (BSE) a system
of “animal-individual passports” was installed.
It contributes substantially to consumer protection, animal health and fraud prevention. Thus,
full traceability can be ensured particularly in
beef production where consumers are especially
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of genotypic data for purposes beyond genomic
breeding evaluation. Here he pointed out that the
DNA data, that is now available for a huge number
of animals, can make an important contribution to
assigning the right parentage through verification
of the pedigree files and detection from pedigree
databases when no information on the ancestry
is available. A further application is in mating
plans to maximise the genetic gain but and at the
same time control inbreeding. He showed that
DNA based methods have a clear advantage over
traditional pedigree based methods.
The chairman of the opening session, Reinhard
Reents from Germany, could conclude that ICAR
and ICAR members are envisaging a challenging
future and ICAR work and services will be required to meet the needs of emerging markets and
consumer demands also in the years to come.

cautious about their food´s origin. Pavón also
reflected the current regulations of zootechnics in
the European member states. He pointed out that
a multiplicity of legislation will be summarized in
an EU regulation. However, due to the complexity of the topic a fast implementation cannot be
expected.
Hans Wilmink, CRV, summarized that the discussion about animal husbandry in Germany reflects
well the situation in Western Europe and in the
United States. However, he also mentioned that
we have to be aware of the increasing world
population and the increasing level of income
in many areas on this globe. This will lead to an
increasing demand for protein and energy in the
next decades. Therefore it is necessary and also
a great chance for the farmers to deliver good
products to fair prices.
Paul VanRaden, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), reported on new trends in the use
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ICAR TECHNICAL WORKSHOP 2015 IN
KRAKOW, POLAND
On behalf of all Polish breeders, the Polish Federation of Cattle Breeders and Dairy
Farmers has the great pleasure and honor to invite all stakeholders to Krakow, Poland for
the next ICAR Technical Workshop and ICAR General Assembly, that will be held from 10-12
of June 2015.
Nowadays reality changes and evolves faster and faster. The technological revolution is being played in
front of our eyes. Thus, the organizations responsible for animal performance recording have to keep
improving their services. The ICAR Technical Workshop is the most appropriate and important forum to
exchange experience and even create new ideas and solutions. The intention of our TECHNICAL WORKSHOP is to have presentations on available applied technologies, which have in practical scale proven
their adequate functionality. And this practical aspect has to be highlighted this time because even
genomic achievements cannot function without the basis that performance recording creates.
Following Mike COFFEY’S catchword > PHENOTYPE IS KING < our motto for the 2015 workshop is PERFORMANCE RECORDING IN THE GENOTYPED WORLD.
Welcome to the ICAR Technical Workshop 2015!

ICAR satisfaction survey available online – please take part!
Dear Participant,
On behalf of the Local Organizing Committee, ICAR Secretariat thanks you for participating to the 39th
ICAR Session held in Berlin (Germany) and asks for your help to evaluate the various aspects of the
Session.
For this reason, a short questionnaire has been set-up and ICAR asks for your collaboration for providing us your opinion. The questionnaire will not take more than 5 minutes of your time but it will be of
great help for our work.
The survey is available at

http://www.surveymethods.com/EndUser.aspx?D7F39F86DE918B87DC
[Note: In case a direct click on the link may cause an error message, please, copy this link and paste it
into the browser.]
or please refer to our eMail from Sunday, May 25 at 19:38 hrs to find the direct link.
Thanking you again for the support provided for the on-line survey, we send our best regards
ICAR Secretariat
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INTERBULL ADVANCES TOWARDS NEW
SERVICES
The 2014 ICAR/Interbull Conference in Berlin ended with an extremely positive balance of accomplishments. After a considerable time adjusting methodology and discussing the business rules, the Interbull
Steering Committee concluded that GMACE is mature to be offered as a routine service starting August
2014. No technical concerns were detected about the method adopted from the February 2014 test
run onwards and clearer rules for the adoption of the bull controlling country information were defined, leaving no impediments to adopt GMACE immediately.
The other breakthrough from Berlin is the go-ahead given to implement the International Genotype
Exchange Platform (Genoex), focusing initially on parentage verification SNP data exchange. The Interbull Centre will start developing the necessary framework while a Task Force, formed by members of
the Interbull Steering Committee and invited representatives from other ICAR working groups related
to the topic, will propose the business rules for the future services. This genomic data base has been a
demand from the ICAR community and it will inaugurate a new era in the international cooperation for
livestock improvement.
The Interbull chairman Reinhard Reents and the Interbull Centre director Joao Dürr welcomed more
than 200 attendants to the Interbull sessions, which had 32 scientific reports in the Open meeting plus
four additional papers presented in the ICAR/Interbull joint session on parentage verification/discovery.
A number of presentations on collection of phenotypic data for new traits showed that these traits can
soon be used in genetic and genomic evaluation and thus enhance the selection schemes. With this we
can be sure that the year ahead will not be short of work to do and we are already looking forward to
meet everyone again at the 2015 Interbull Meeting in Orlando!

DAIRY SHEEP AND GOATS
The Goat Performance Recording Working
Group and the Performance Recording of Dairy
Sheep Working Group held a joint meeting on
Tuesday 20 May 2014. The meeting was chaired
by Zdravko Barac and Jean-Michel Astruc. The
meeting was open also to other participants than
the members of both working groups. 20 persons attended the meeting. The main topics of
the agenda were the changes in the guidelines
for both species, the presentation of the results
of the on-line enquiries in dairy sheep and goats
and the issue of electronic on-farm recording
devices. The new guidelines for sheep have been
proposed for approval to the General Assembly in
Berlin. Changes are also proposed for goat perfor-
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mance recording guidelines. The chairperson of
the goat group will send materials with proposed
changes to the members of both groups during
this week to get feedback as soon as possible for
further procedures. The results of the surveys
were presented in detail. It was concluded to add
a new table about milk composition in the online enquiry. About on-farm electronic recording
devices, different experience feedback from Italy
and France were presented and discussed. At the
end of the meeting, a Turkish delegation of the
sheep and goats breeders association introduced
themselves and their main activities and goals.
On Friday, May 23 morning a session on dairy
sheep and goats was organized, chaired by JeanIssue 3, 28 May 2014
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Michel Astruc. Holding such a session may be
considered as a task of the working groups on
dairy sheep and goats. Nine presentations were
scheduled in the Berlin session: five on dairy
sheep, three on goats and one about both sheep
and goats. The audience was good with around 40
different persons attending the session. The presentations covered a large scope of topics, from
milk recording to genomic evaluation, through
health project and breeding programs, and led
us to a trip in seven different countries. It was an
opportunity for the Turkish delegation to present
the ambitious project for the improvement of
sheep and goats production in Turkey. Two health
projects were presented as a success story, on
goats in Norway and on Scrapie in sheep in Italy.
Genomic selection appeared to be very near to be
routinely utilized in France. The other topics were
about improvement of persistency in Sarda breed,
an IT solution for goats in Southern Germany,
sheep breeding in the Czech Republic and local
goats in Morocco.
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DAIRY CATTLE MILK
RECORDING
WORKING GROUP

The Working Group on Dairy Cattle Milk Recording met on May 20 morning. The group had
full participation and there were additionally
three observers present. The main topic was to
update the guidelines for dairy cattle milk recording which is laid down in section 2.1 in the ICAR
guidelines. The revised guidelines will follow the
process of data collection starting at getting data
from meters or collected by technicians or farmers till storage in the database and calculation
of aggregated results. The experts went through
all these steps, looked at the current guidelines
and discussed the improvements, taking into account recent and expected future developments.
The group made a number of changes. These will
be detailed further in the coming months and will
be discussed so that there is an approach to the
final version. The discussion during the technical
workshop on this matter on Thursday, May 22nd
gave more input for improvements.

BREED ASSOCIATION
AND ICAR TASK
ANIMAL FIBRE
FORCE
The Breed Association and ICAR Task Force will
WORKING GROUP
be making recommendations to take advantage
of synergies between the organizations in areas
of joint interest identified by a survey of organizations. It will recommend that the Task Force
becomes a Working Group to ensure continuing
close collaboration between ICAR and breed associations. The Task Force will also recommend that
technical advisors from the respective organizations serve as a close connection between breed
association working groups and ICAR working
groups. The Task Force also recommends that the
Task Force works closely with Interbull and ICAR
on the proposed parentage SNP database, genetic
trait code harmonization and breed codes.
Issue 3, 28 May 2014

During the last year the ICAR Animal Fibre Working Group (AF WG) defined new guidelines on
cashmere production on two main items: (a)
standards for cashmere combining management,
fibre harvesting and grading with ICAR rules; (b)
methods of Cashmere goat identification.
The AF WG involved also fellow Chinese experts
in cashmere production and management in the
guideline definition particularly Professor Wenguang Zhang of the College of Animal Science,
Inner Mongolia Agricultural University and Doctor
Zheng Wen Xin of the Xinjiang Academy of Animal
Science.
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ICAR WORKING GROUP FUNCTIONAL
TRAITS (ICAR WGFT)
On the 20th of May 2014 there was an internal
meeting of the ICAR WGFT in the morning. The
main topic of discussion was the elaboration of
the proposal how to improve the structure and
visibility of the guidelines related to functional
traits.
To address the new working focus of the feet and
legs problems a meeting with experts on claw
trimming was organized in connection with the
ICAR 2014 conference. Contributions about the
current status of documentation and recording on
claw health of 11 countries were presented. The
need for international harmonization and collaboration was obvious for all participants. Joint work
was initiated. All the participants appreciated the
initiative and agreed to contribute to the future
work on the feet and legs topic. Presentations will
be available at the ICAR website.
In the first meeting between ICAR WGFT and the
IDF Standing Committee of Animal Health considerable opportunities for future collaboration
were identified.

of auxiliary traits for early prediction of diseases,
like progesterone, fat-protein ratio and spectral
data from mid-infrared-spectroscopy was presented. Advances in automation on farm are under
development and will offer further possibilities in
the future. John Cole gave an overview of expectations and challenges regarding novel traits.
Aspects of genotyping cows with novel phenotype
information, e.g. measures of feed efficiency, as
reference populations for genomic evaluations
were discussed by Donagh Berry. Particularly in
connection with the new and expensive phenotypes, the cooperation across countries is promising, giving scientists access to international
datasets. Yvette de Haas talked about possibilities
to record methane emissions and expressed that
there are more questions than answers related to
this topic presently. Presentations from this meeting will be made available at the ICAR website.
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ANIMAL WELFARE
RECORDING WORKING GROUP
(AWR WG)
In the changing environment of animal production, ICAR vision underlines the social demand
for high animal welfare standards. Consequently,
ICAR set up an Animal Welfare Recording WG,
which aims at the following goals:
To assess the level of consistency between the recommendations and standards from international
bodies for animal welfare (in particular OIE and
ISO), and the practices of the recording organizations.
To adjust the ICAR Guidelines for a better consistency.
This WG, gathered in Berlin on Monday 19th may,
is in link with “IDF Standing Committee on Animal
Health and Welfare”, and cooperates with ICAR
Functional Traits WG. It has started a cross analysis between the 11 principles of OIE on animal
welfare, and the 16 chapters of ICAR Guidelines.
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ANIMAL DATA EXCHANGE WORKING
GROUP
The Berlin congress was the opportunity to
present the latest achievements of the working
group for data exchange with milking equipment.
The recommendations are not only a data dictionary. They include architecture for data transfer
as well as protocols to convey the information
and an implementation procedure. A detailed
presentation was given by Andreas Werner (LKV
Baden-Württemberg). Proposals to keep alive the
standard were discussed from a presentation of
René Rognant (FIEA/FGE) and for the long term
by Bert van’t Land (CRV). The implementation of
the recommendations has started as pilot phase in three countries (France, Germany and the
Netherlands) with three manufacturers (DeLaval, Fullwood and Lely). The objective is to have
a standard by the end of this year dealing with
all types of data exchange involved in a milking
process which may be used by any recording
organization or manufacturer with an organization
to maintain it.

Session on Functional Traits
The session on “Functional Traits” on Thursday,
May 22nd was intended to be a follow-up of the
ICAR Health Data Conference 2013 in Aarhus. The
main outcome of the conference was summarized
and the current activities in the field of direct
health traits were reviewed by Kathrin Stock.
Multidisciplinary approaches accounting for legal
circumstances, aspects of logistics, data validation, and considerate use of health data for herd
management, benchmarking and breeding have
proven most successful. The focus of the session
in Berlin, which was organized by the ICAR WG on
functional traits, was mainly on genetic aspects
related to health and novel functional traits.
Research on the use of direct health traits for
genetic evaluation as well as research on the use
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1 Welcome by ADR President Josef Hannen
2 Thoughtful moments
3 Four former ICAR Presidents (from left) Joseph Crettenand,
Klaus Meyn, Uffe Lauritsen and Neil Petreny

1 As the audience is ready to go…
2 …outgoing ICAR President Uffe Lauritsen dedicates the President´s Award 2014…
3 …to Milan Zjalic,
4 before he receives his farewell gift from the new ICAR President Hans Wilmink.
5 Klaus Meyn, former ICAR President and ADR Managing Director, leading through the evening.
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IDF/ISO ANALYTICAL WEEK 2015 & FINAL
OPTIMIR SCIENTIFIC AND EXPERT
MEETING IN NAMUR, BELGIUM
We are proud to announce that the 2015 IDF/ISO Analytical Week will take place in Namur,
Belgium, from 13-17 April 2015.
This annual event, organized under the aegis of the International Dairy Federation (IDF) and ISO TC 34/
SC 5 on milk and milk products, will be hosted by the Walloon Agricultural Research Center with the
support of the Belgian IDF National Committee.
The Analytical Week will once again provide an excellent opportunity for around 200 dairy laboratory
managers, dairy scientists and analytical professionals to network and exchange ideas on the latest
development in analytical solutions and the launching of new initiatives.
Through Project Groups and Standing Committee meetings, IDF and ISO members will progress their
joint work programme, leading to the publication of ISO/IDF international standards and accompanying
material.
Furthermore, a jointly organized expert congress will take place at the same location on April 16-17 and
will gather a further 150 participants, including scientific researchers, technicians in dairy sector and
milk recording organization lab managers from all over the world. The objective of the conference is to
provide an overview of the recent advances in both analytical and zootechnical aspects of the development of advisory tools for the dairy sector. Results obtained through the European project OptiMIR
(www.optimir.eu) will be disseminated during this conference. The sessions will combine both invited
contributions by experts in the field and free contributions. In addition, a poster session will be held on
16 April. Finally, two satellite sessions will gather together experts from the
field to further explore the practical implications and the on-field utilization
of the findings presented during the meeting.

Germany | Berlin
IDF/ISO 15–20 May | ICAR 19–23 May | Interbull 20–21 May

I4 Conference News

REGISTER NOW FOR THE IDF WORLD
DAIRY SUMMIT 2014
The Israeli National Committee of the International Dairy Federation, in proud collaboration
with the Food & Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), will be hosting the
2014 IDF World Dairy Summit in Tel Aviv, Israel on October 27 – 31, 2014.
With a theme “The Future Begins Here”, the Summit will address the future of the industry: how to
advance techniques, keep up with the demand to feed a growing world, and how to sustain resources.
Farmers, scientists, veterinarians, policy makers and dairy companies will all be in attendance. For the
first time interdisciplinary sessions will be held, facilitating conversations in related areas of the dairy
industry. This attractive and innovative programme promises to educate and challenge your thinking on
the opportunities and issues faced by the dairy sector.
We look forward to welcoming you to Tel Aviv!

We look forward to welcome you in the beautiful city of Namur.
The Organizing Committee
Pierre Dardenne (CRA-W, BE), Renaat Debergh (President of the NC IDF, BE), Frédéric Dehareng
(CRA-W, BE) Aurélie Dubois (IDF), Sophie More (ISO TC 34/SC 5), Catherine Bastin (ULG, Gx-ABT,
BE) and Carlo Bertozzi (AWE, BE)
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TECHNICAL TOURS
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Imprint
Host
German Cattle Breeders’ Federation
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Rinderzüchter e.V.
Adenauerallee 174
53113 Bonn
Germany
Fon: +49 (0) 228 91447-0
Fax: +49 (0) 228 91447-11
info@adr-web.de
www.adr-web.de

Conference office
event lab. GmbH
Dufourstrasse 15
04107 Leipzig
Germany
Fon: +49 (0) 341 24059650
Fax: +49 (0) 341 24059651
info@eventlab.org
www.eventlab.org
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